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BACKEGROUND

The World Expo is an important thing for the Chinese
and for the whole world. For my generation, participating in
something like this is a once-in-a-lifetime chance.

PROJECT

Hehe Xiexieis a pair of six-meter tall polished stainless
steel pandas. The idea came from the pandas that China has
sentto zoos all over the world. They represent the harmonious
(hexic) relationship between China and these other countries,
and reflect the theme of developing and prospering alongside
these countries in the future. Polishing—which is the most
work-intensive part of the process—hasn’t started on the
sculptures yet. When it’s done, Hebe Xiexiewill reflect the
China and Taiwan pavilions that they sit between.

ON THE EXPO

In a sense you could say that it’s a way ol displaying the
artworks to the 70 to 90 million people and arts specialists
who will visit the World Expo. In another sense, in today’s
highly globalized environment, it’s an expression ol the hope
for the harmonious development of human nature, of the
environment and of the relationships between countries.

ON THE CITY

My basic attitude toward urban life and civilization is that
I'd prefer to get back to nature. T try to look at it from

a perspective of overall happiness: as technology and
urbanization progress, perhaps the development of
humanity is regressing in a sense.

Art can influence urban living because it has the ability to
subtly intervene in and enrich the lives of the public, by acting
spontaneously, by interacting with people and by making
people think. Sometime in the next decade, I'd like to live in
Tibet. I think [ was a Tibetan in a former life. Maybe I"11
become a monk in another ten vears or so. Actually I've always
been struggling with that question—should T go on living in
the carnal world. or should I retreat into Buddhism?

As for the direction of my nextsteps, [ don’thave one. People
should not have direction. As the old Cui Jian lyric goes,
“The flag just keeps on blowing. without a definite direction.”
I do what I think of, and when I don’t want to do anything, [
JustLstop.
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Hehe Xiexie, 2009, Mirror-finished stainless steel 600 x 370 x 400 cm
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