{
{
}
s

e R e et P e i G o I e e g Sy

6 ‘T_hursday July, 2010

i ¥ W

Storytelling

Francoise, a French storyteller
will use stories from all over the
world to entertain children and
adults at the Little Prince Library.
Stories will be told in French, and
free soft drinks will be available.
Date: July 3, 2 pm to 4:30 pm
Venue: Alliance Francaise de
Shanghai ki 1
Address: 155 Wuyi Road
RAELSS

Admission: Free

Call 6226-25095 for details

Cinema

Asian Film Club

This biweekly movie event will
screen the 1997 Hong Kong
movie Happy Together directed
by Wong Kar-wai who won Best
Director at the Cannes Film Festi-
val for this film.

Date: Today, &:30 pm

Venue: The Memory of Shanghai
i A :
Address: Lane 175 Jinan Road

i W B 17557 '
Admission: 80 yuan

- Call 6320-1020 for details

International Channel
Shanghai (ICS)

6 pm Hannah Montana
6:30 pm  You Are the Chef
6:45 pm Cool Edition

7 pm Real Fun

g pm EXPO360

9 pm ICS News

915 pm  |n Chinese

g:30 pm DocuView

10:03 pm High Drama

HBO
2:30 pm  Entourage
3:05 pm Bill Maher ... But I'm
- Not Wrong :
5pm Love and Other Catas-
trophes
7 pm Kung Fu Panda
830 pm Moulin Rougel

ESPN Star Sports

6 pm ESPNews

7 pm Total Rugby

7:30 pm  Sportscenter Asia

& pm KIA X Cames Asia 2010
— Show 4

g pm Red Bull Air Race World
Championship 2010

10:30 pm IRB Sevens World
Series 200910

Discovery

2 pm Overhaulin’: Chip & AJ
Trading Places

3 pm American Chopper:
Dryvit Bike

4pm  American Chopper:
Darien Lake Bike

5 pm Cash Cab

6pm  “Cash Cab

7 pm Killer Jellyfish

& pm River Monsters: Alas-

kan Horror

9pm  River Monsters: Death
Ray

1o pm  Deadliest Catch: Empty
Throne

+
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n the relative wilderness of southwest

Shanghai, where the city finally starts

coming to an end, where factories
begin to share the terrain with planted
fields, is an art space like no other. The
Global Times has been granted access to a
place almost unknown and rarely visited.
This is the workplace of reputed perfor-
mance artist and sculptor Zhang Huan,
one of the most influential contemporary
artists in China.

* Zhang's early works as part of a

small artistic community, known as
the Beijing East Village, centered on a
number of controversial performance
pieces, usually invelving the artist being
naked. He spent some time in New York
in'1990s, where, along with a number
of other Chinese artists, he enjoyed
tremendous success, returning home in
the 2000s as an international superstar
with works in many prestigious galler-
ies.

For several years now, Zhang has
resided in Shanghai and has adopted a
very unusual mode of production based
around the concept of large-scale art-
works, co-produced by a small army of
assistants.

His current premises are truly fascinat-
ing, with around 120 employees on-sile,
a group that not only includes artists but

A “memory d&oy” piece by Zhang Huan.

also office workers, chefs and drivers.

“A fifth of our employees are young ari-
ists or authors who are graduates from art
schools. Among our employees we also
have craftsmen specializing in folk wood-
carving, copper forging, taxidermists and
craftsmen in other areas as well. They’re
all very talented,” Zhang said.

“They come from all different areas
of the country, different cultural back-
grounds, and speak different dialects, as
well as some who have returned to China
after living abroad. The studio is like one
big family,” he added.

Variation and vitality

When we visited the grounds, the place
was teeming with activity. A muliitude
of smaller workshops housed groups of
artists variously shaping cow skins into
small sculptures, banging away at sheet
steel to produce reproductions of Zhang’s
Expo Boulevard piece, He He, Xie Xie, or
working on his fabulous “memory door”
pieces. i

These latter works consist of big,
beautiful old doors that are partly covered
in photographic work and partly wood-
carved into intricate designs that are
intended to preserve various moments in
time.

As you walk around the grounds you
get the feeling that there is nothing quite
like this place anywhere else on earth. Ev-

erywhere you look interesting details can
be found, such as the sculptures dotting
the lawns, or the fact that every tree on the
premises is considered a piece of art and
has been sculpted to Zhang's tastes.

“The studios stand on grounds that
span just over three hectares and are
some of the few remaining old-style fac-
tory buildings still around in Shanghai.
‘We have also planted many fruit trees and
rare species of trees,” Zhang said.

Visitors’ attention may also be grabbed
by the massive stack of old blue/grey
bricks that Zhang has collected from
housing demolition projects around
Shanghai. This project for the future is
one of the many examples here of the
directness of Zhang’s artistic vision.

While people all over the city are talk-
ing about how sad it is that the old build-
ings in Shanghai are being torn down,
Zhang has had the imagination and the
financial backing to go further, making
sure that history is preserved. Whatever
piece of art he eventually creates with this
mass of bricks, it is likely to be loud, pow-
erful and hit at the center of the issue.

At present Zhang’s studio is focusing
on large-scale sculptures and ash paint-
ings. One of the most impressive works
on display in the ash painting gallery is
called Digging the River, an enormous
piece of nearly 2 meters tall and 6 meters
wide, which shows a great number of
workers, shovels in hands, carving out a
huge channel of earth to create a canal.

The wood frame used for this work

_alone took five carpenters a whole week

to create. In order to keep the painiing
consistent, Zhang chose four artists with
similar painting styles to complete the
work.

The scale and the intricacy of Digging
the River combine to generate an arresting
sense of the impact of humanity on the
environment. It is also another example
of how Zhang uses size in a very specific,
considered way: his subject — nature —is
also vast and intricate. o
Thinking big

“None of this, however,

" prepared us fof the three
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send your story ideas, press releases, review copies
and invitations to editor-sh@globaltimes cont.en
or call 61363466

SHANGHAI

On Stage

The Dublin Philharmomnic
Orchestra

The Dublin Philharmenic Orches-
tra is bringing together Irish and
European musicians, with Irish
conductors, soloists and compos-
ers. The orchestra will perform
Sarasate’s Carmen Fantasy and
Rimsky-Korsakov's Scheherazade,
among other popular classical
works.

Date: July 6, 7:15 pm

Venue: Shanghai Grand Theater
LA BT

Address: 300 People’s Avenue

A Rk #3005

Tickets: 120 to 380 yuan

Call 6217-2426 for details

Lille National Orchestra
2010 China Tour

Under the direction of Maestro
Jean-Claude Casadesus, the Lille
National Orchestra from France
will perform accompanied by
Chinese pianist Xu Zhong. The or-
chestra will play Milhaud Darius’s
Le Boeuf Sur Le Toit, Ravel's Piano
Concerto in G and Beethoven'’s
Symphony No.6.

Date: |uly 8, 7:30 prh

Venue: Shanghai Oriental Art
Center E# 757 &4 b
Address: 425 Dingxiang Road

T H425%5

Tickets: 80 to 680 yuan

Call 6854-1234 for details

Exhibitions

I¥’s A Small World

This exhibition showcases
collaboration between several
Danish design, art and archi-
tecture institutions. It features
design, craftwork and architecture
from Denmark, all dedicated to
exploring unconventional roles for
designers.

Date: Until July 10, 8 am to 10 pm
Venue: Nordic Lighthouse

e RE iR

Address: 32 Qinhuangdao Road
%2 B3

Admission: Free

Visit www.nlthzo1o.com/small-
world for details

Neon Paradise

Cerman photographer Peter
Bialobrzeski is bringing his Neon
Tigers series to Shanghai. These
photos mainly focus on Lrban
landscapes filled with large build-
ings and mansions around the
cities in Soeutheast Asia over the
last 10 years.

Date: Until July 11, 10:30 am to
6:30 pm (Tuesday to Saturday)
midday to 6 pm (Sunday)
Venue: Mgy Gallery Moz &
Address: 2/F, 97 Moganshan
Road % T Wi #5975 22
Admission: Free

Call 6266-1597 for details
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